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This article introduces the history of coal mining in the old mine “Wactaw” located in the area
between Ludwikowice Klodzkie, Jugéw and Sokolec. It discusses the hazards of gas and rock outbursts,
with the most tragic one of 1930. Historical range covers the period from 1662 to the present. There
was a need to summarize the history of mining there because of the high chances of resumption of coal
mining in the area of discussed mine. During the research on the not yet understood problem of gas
and rock outburst it turned out that it had a decisive influence on mining. Any resumption of mining
could be an unprecedented opportunity to start research in this area. In this report the engineering-
technical and cartographic materials and documents never published before have been collected in
the Archives of the Museum of Coal Mining in Nowa Ruda.

At the beginning of 2013 an Australian investor became interested in the geological layer of the
mine “Wactaw”. In November 2013, under the supervision of a Coal Holding, the company began
drilling research boreholes to the depth of 1000m. The documented reserves of geological layer were
estimated at about 84 million tons of coal. However, even the initial research showed that the actual
amount could be much higher. Consequently, in the middle of 2015, the Coal Holding is going to
apply for a license for exploitation of the geological layer. It is estimated that the construction of the
mine will cost about 150 million dollars. It will provide employment to about 2,000 people. Annual
production is expected to be 1.25 million tons of charcoal in the initial stage of the project. It will
then be raised to 2.5 million tones.



